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caution; outwardly the old alliances were to be main-
tained and strengthened. The consistency of her efforts
at this time to proceed carefully is illustrated by the
fact that, late in 1749, England first suggested the
election of Archduke Joseph, who was then ten years
old, as the King of the Romans and that the united
efforts of France and Prussia prevented his election.
France was still her official enemy, still the ally of
Prussia.

The diplomatic relations between France and Austria
had been resumed after the Peace of Aix, but Mareschal,
Maria Theresa's first envoy to France after the war,
had been very coolly received in Versailles. He was
not granted a private audience with the King, and when
he attended Court functions to which the foreign Am-
bassador from every " friendly " power had to be invited,
he was ignored and made to feel very uncomfortable.
The Marquis de Puysieux, Louis XV.'s foreign minister,
received him with frigid aloofness. Monsieur Blondel,
the French Chargd d'affaires, who came to Vienna after
the war, on the other hand, was shown every possible
courtesy by Maria Theresa and her Court. Cautious
as she usually was in her preparations for the future
alliance with France, she was delightfully indiscreet in
the marked attention she paid Louis XV/s Ambassador.
Blondel was asked to attend the most intimate dinner
parties at the Ho/burg, gatherings to which, as a rule,
only the ministers representing her allies, the Maritime
Powers, or the Pope, were invited. It was also rumoured
that in her private conversations with Blondel, the
Empress did not hesitate to tell him frankly what she
thought about her ally, England, or her arch-enemy
Frederick of Prussia.

As a rule she was always so wary of what she said,